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The production of goods has increased not only because
of industrial organization, but also because of more settled
and competent government, and because of the applica-
tions of physical sciences to production. The revolution in
social conditions which should follow is prevented because
habits and policy continue to be based upon an *'economy
of want/* when we are actually living under an "economy
of surplus." No distinction is yet made between goods
that are not sold because they are not needed by anyone
and goods that are not sold because those who need them
lack purchasing power. In. war-time that distinction affects
policy: munitions and food production take precedence of
racecourses, because of a conception of the common good.
Is there no similar common good in times of peace? The
direction and control of production becomes necessary
when anything can be produced in any quantity, although
such direction may have been unimportant in the experi-
mental period, when we were perfecting the power to
produce. We have passed the initial experimental period
in power-industry, but our social organization has not yet
been adjusted to the changes*
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What is available is, first, an unlimited possibility of
increasing the power to produce goods and services. But
even the existing power to produce is not used. It need
not be used, if society is to remain what it has so far been,
under the unconscious influence of the pre-democratic
ideal. Most communities are still based upon the vague
feeling that some people should have only what makes
them "work" well and others should have larger oppor-
tunities for free enjoyment. But humanitarian feeling has
led to a gradual increase of the "surplus" available for the
former class; because shorter hours and public parks were
at first regarded as amendments of evils. Now, however,
an entirely new principle is beginning to be understood,
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